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1910 - 1981

By Janet Dawson Ebrom

Peter was born on June 29, 1910, in Zaloscie [Reniow], Poland, to Anna
Angela Koltowski and Damian Koltun / Kolton. When he was twelve years old,
Peter immigrated to the United States under the name of “Piotr Koltun” and arrived
in New York on the Estonia on December 21, 1922.

In 1931, while living with his parents and six siblings in Manhattan and
working in a hotel, Peter made his Declaration of Intention. Three years later, he
signed his Petition for Citizenship in the Southern District of New York. As a
naturalized American, he exhibited his patriotic duty by joining the US Army during
World War 1. He was in the 88" Infantry Division and personally experienced the
horrific bombing of Monte Cassino and the Po Valley campaign in Italy. He was
wounded twice, and after five years in the Army, he joined the Navy because as he
explained, “I wanted to see the world and I did.” His wounds flared, and he spent
time in military hospitals. When Peter recovered, he began attending Eron Prep
School in New York City under the Gl Bill. In a personal interview, he related, “The
Jewish principal of the school became aware of my
religious nature and one day said to me, ‘Why don’t
you become a priest?’ He had a Catholic priest come
and talk with me. | knew this was what | wanted.
Since | spoke Italian, I decided to study in Rome”
(Carmack, page 1-B).
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Peter’s dream of becoming
a Catholic priest came true on
December 16, 1958, when
Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski
ordained him at the age of 48 in
Rome, Italy. Then Father
Kolton moved to Texas and
ministered at Our Lady of
Sorrows Church in San Antonio.
In 1966, to commemorate the
millennium of Christianity in
Poland, Father Kolton built a
museum and shrine to Our Lady
of Czestochowa at 138
Beethoven Street in San Antonio.
The impressive shrine is 30-feet
high and constructed of pink
granite. Inside is a small chapel
and museum.
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During his active pastoral duties, he took time to visit his mother in New York
in 1966. While there, the priests and Sisters told him about a little boy from Poland
who had come to New York with his adoptive family; however, after a year, the
family wanted to send the child back to Warsaw. Father Kolton, who was very
kindhearted, believed he could find a good home for the youngster, so he brought
him back to Texas. Each time he thought he had found the ideal family, the boy
would cry, “Father, please don’t give me away.” So, Father Kolton himself adopted
Mitchell, enrolled him in Catholic school, and also sponsored his American
citizenship (Thomas, page 2-A).

On Nov. 24, 1970, at the invitation of Father Kolton, two Sisters of the
Daughters of Our Lady of Sorrows, Sr. Alphonsa Bobek and Sr. Helen Haladyna,




arrived in Texas. These Seraphic Sisters from Poland accepted the responsibility to
take care of the Black Madonna Shrine and promote devotion to the Blessed
Mother. With his jovial personality, Father Kolton, welcomed visitors and guided
them through the museum which showcased beautiful statues of saints, chalices,
rosaries, and religious art that he had enjoyed collecting through the years.

At the age of 70, Rev. Peter T. Kolton died on April 26, 1981, in San
Antonio, Texas. Archbishop Patrick Flores was the main celebrant of the funeral
Mass at St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church, and fellow priests of the archdiocese
were concelebrants. On April 29, 1981, Father Kolton was buried in San Fernando
Cemetery #2 according to his death certificate #24679 even though there is a
prominent grave marker for him in Our Lady of Czestochowa Cemetery in
Doylestown, Pennsylvania. An image of the Black Madonna for whom he had such
devotion is fittingly displayed on this marker which is engraved with his name,
birthdate, ordination date and place, and his place of death. Father Jan who has been
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown for many years,
recalled that Father Kolton had wanted to be buried in Our Lady of Czestochowa
Cemetery but later changed his mind; the headstone was never removed (email to
author dated December 21, 2021). According to the San Fernando Cemetery office,
Father Kolton’s remains were never transferred to Doylestown, Pennsylvania, and
he is buried in Calvary Plaza San Fernando Cemetery #2, in San Antonio, Texas.

Sources:

1930 Federal Census, New York, Manhattan Borough, sheets no. 18-B and 19-A.

Carmack, George, San Antonio Express-News [San Antonio, Texas], December 29,
1973.

Declaration of Intention, No. 323962, November 4, 1931; Petition for Citizenship,
No. 241136, December 7, 1934; Southern District of New York.

Texas State Death Certificate #24679.

Thomas, Sylvia, San Antonio Express [San Antonio, Texas], November 4, 1971.

Note: On his WWII Draft Card, he wrote his full name as Peter Theodore Kolton;
however, on his adopted son’s Petition for Naturalization, he gave his full name as
Peter Thaddeus Kolton.



will follow the cerzmony.

DEDICATION SET—Rev, Peter T. Kolon shows the partly completed Grotto
of Our Lady of Crestochowa located at 138 Beethaven 5t The carnerstona
will be hlessed by Rev. Marion Cles of Rome at 2 p.m. Sunday, An open house

—Staff Photo.
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of Czestochowa will hold a cele-
bration at 2 pm.  Sunday at
the Polish-American Center, 13§
Beethoven St, as Texas' only
Polish millincum celebratior.
Rev. Pefer T. Kolton, cura-
tor of the Polish-American Cen-
ter, said Rev. Marion (les ol
Rome will take part in the cere-
mony Ly blessing the corncr-
stane of the grotin.

Rev. Oles will he encoule 19
take an nssignment as atlache
to lhe papal nuncie ai Ecuader,
Ile and Rev. Kolton became
Il clase [tiends during Kollon's as-
sigament In Rome several yeats

axBhgesn

TOame %

=

ago.
“Wo will have a very celorful
)e procession, with costumes o

" |Beth-El Slates
Final Seminar

“Who Needs Religion?" will
.(be the subject of a pancl dis-
cussion <L 8 p.m. Tuesday In
the downslairs auditorium  of
.| Temple Beth-181, 210 Belknap!
.| Tlzce
Pane! members

Inclurie

Crusaders Set Observance

Of Christianity in Poland

varlons Polish styleg Included,”
Rev. Kolion said.

“There will be an open ho
after the ceremony and w
tave variaus artilacts, paint
and handmade crafts on i
play, many of them several

Catholic priest i
Iev. Kelton explained that the
lion of 1,600 years of Chris-
lianity in Peland. Ife visited
somie of lhe Polish evenls In
Poland several months ago,
The Crusaders is the only Ro-
man {'atholic organization In
Texas devoted to preserving, re-
cording and  emulating  Polish
confributions to Texas, Rev. Kol-
ton said.

“Througlout the histery of
Pollsh tnunigrants n Texas the
faith of (he peopie was a domi-
rant factor in plving them

many Lardships,” the prlest

nladulls A, Gordan Davis and
Lester M. Lands and  eollege
siudents  Mike  Greenberg  of
Micalester Coflege, St Iaui,
Minn., Susan [reiband of Owr
Lady of ike Lako College, ani
-(Sherry Newmizn of Ditzer Col-

= 8

515 No. Main

lege, Clarement, Calif.
Hiiten Goldman will serve as
panel rraderalnr.

CA&.7201

hundred yexes old,” the Roman,
| |

I
Polish millineurn is a celebra-| 8

sirength 1o carry an desplle;

WORSHIP
10:50 & 7,30

EDUCATION
9:30 & 4:30

RECREATION

Gymnaslum

Music
Groded Chelrs

MANOR
BAPTIST

2 Bloghs Wast of
deftersep High Schag!
in. Northwest
San Antenio




_Poge 2A sk SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS

Thursday, Nav, 4, 1971

Last week the north-hound lane of U.S. 281 North, from
1604 Sculh some three miles, was opeact Lo feaffic,
1] you picase ansswer the following quest.ons conceynug
Projeet? Whets did actual work on tus widcoing
egin? When is he projocled carplell

reasons far an unusual dela
Partment require eontra
spevitying completion
stance bave to forfeil by

s Jlighway 1e-
sl perdarmance konds

JOHUN . LUTHER
s L8 nwanih, accardlng 1o fianed
Erpartmnent. distri:L ylaneing engi-
¢ end of Janeary

The pm)m is n

vabis, hul voted the consfruction (s
Al sedierule.

The i ctment does requive cantvactors fo
furnish priforwance bouds, bub fere wis no foreilnre i
(his cane sincr the comptetlan date Bas nat passed.

“Mose pevple dan't reaiive it tukes

i Jeut bueause it s ificust to handle the volume of trafile
while censtructing the blgl * Wilson reported. He said
remalins 10 Be completed Js o “dress up Cic ol highe

ARC Vielation

1 hiave a friend who operates a amiber uf ire ho

RZOT N SUch & Pro-

5 and
Beserage Coinmission age

raised the dey
for cach estublishment
centrad office
Teecive a
tsn’l this a L

emises. Jle has a
derstund he is 1o

ridicul
L
Thls s an ABC adntulsirative rute. Acenvding to 0, N.
Humiphveys Jr., Aleobolle Beverage Camnissiun admibni m-
Lur, *“a sumn of cach day’s husiness st e mainti
an the Keeased previises i ke 10rm of o permanent rcr:nnl
This revord must indicate (he total receipls (vom all sonre
' voss rectipts from (e sale and service

Dr. Welby's Church

T undersfomd that (he church thal actor oot Young at-
terds, lhe Sernce of Mind Chureh, s credited Sy Iy
Felping lim stoj a dvnking peoblem and wi

@s. 15 there « branch of this churel: in this

lric

By .l(]\' L‘ﬂUl\
Of the Express Statf

The Mayor's Housing Advisary Commillee
Wednesday threw suppart behind a plan 1o
enforee sivictly the housing cede in an at-
tempt to prevent landlazds fom confinuing
1u reat put substandard Lomes

Vice chaivmun .
visory
'| um]m,u‘ City orl

. Sauaders and olher
!xudld In(mm'\lly on-
54

o
da
chi

wnd Inspections Dir.

& @ Gearge
Varp lole (ke commiltee he il pmpawd

such

anhd seat il ta the
canncil kst week ln\hi.'nt

rCrding:
1l

od

Alamo Heights Parents Eye

By AZ)Z SHINAB

Aainst enfarced schuol consi
parents were addressed
Cannon, Board President Taul

ot Allan
nit and al-

t Housing Code
Enforcement Backed

Advisory group
gives full support
to . city campuign
o put vacant, di-
l({pldntcrl homes
‘off limits’

It wuuld be reeept 0 such a plan, bit wo
te has hezn sel cansideration of the
aiges.

Vann s3id the
10 strengthen 4

2566
ther

‘Rnges are need-
city's hand in

!mre) Jack Lucke Jv., who wepresents Alawg

a pending suit seeKing to consoll-

0F thie Express Staft glultll‘: X Bise 0f all Bavar County school

NeEERE R Smith raid, “There ave three matfers

Nore lhan 630 Alamo Heights School Dis-  Which cw\cern nq—hnﬂng. consolidation and
trlet pavents met Weidnes€ay fc express con- lhr <prez of tax hese.”

ccrn about rourt Certing school using will be “intalerasle” and

st A “plen of actlon” Um( mn Alamo Heirhts SChool baard will not

“even consider

mith said mc board is “nm\osm to ennsol-

Adalum for any purpnse,"

Father and Son

Rev. Peter Kolton, pastor of Jr La
Church, explains a portion cf rthe Bil
Mitchell, Thursday moming,

US, cilizenship.—Staft Photo

dy of Sorroms Roman Catholic
ble to his eqally adupted son,

o Y2, will file o petition for

pre\erl‘ng Zandlords from renting out their

¥ d lieusts as quickly as Lhe city cons
mily 10 move oub and Degin yra-
mumg< 1o damotish fie unsafe struetu
Only vacant hotses ean be demolished uader
present legal provisions.

"Sfriet code enforcement is 1he only an-
swer, althaugh In some cases it May Scem
e, Seunders eommented.

“I.C, Nealy, who heads an East Side reha

hililation program, agrecd the enforcement
“should have top prioity. We've nal ging o
mave any nld fadies pul cn the sireel, bus
uateh these houses when are vacant and
|ho\’('l!,l tielandla rl & lm-u reating theny

mm, MECRACKEN
. ecanomist 1o speak

leCracken
To Speak

+ At Luncheon

Pani W Mrlracker,
ident’s il of o
the l\mLhe«
Conference Nl
ban ,\mnnm Lf.ulllb’l of ¢
McCracken rephies y
(onlla.l.lv win p rovinusly ey schl\l\llcd
10 address Uz lurchedn session.

In making tha anroarncement, Wﬁdnmdav
Conferpnce Chairrian WA, ;Inn'xely ex-
lained {Lat (}mnﬁ!l_‘, mission abroad for
Llf Nixon takes bim to Japau Nov, §14

mn} 0 ~an<e1 his appearance.
ags

Yann also urged the greup to seex logisha-
Ton next year o provide comumal ;Iemlnes
for violations of the bulldin; *.h
present m-uy fines w 10 560
ations and can o)
oudinance in Municlyz]

*hool

On spreqtivg lre nx l.w Slmlh smﬂ
“Tits boar: prov
ricts, but .w n pnse nkmg away nom
e distrizis wiich have achieved some de-
"Au. u( excellence lo build ol)mrs »

Loeke told the parculs about the pending
‘flll\ filed by P“dgc\vul)d School Dislrict resi-
dents, to equalize the tax hase [m' all xuoul
Gistricts aud. said lhe case will
D* emher by 2 threc ]udge ulbnnal :md <l J- 1013 s
sea in Tiincis andd Vi vere dis-  econunle issues has agreed (u S
mL\sed prineipal spaaker of the day.”

Priest Who Is Dad,

Proud Son Making
Happy Home in S.A.

TA THOMAS
Express Shafl

sl

~

mic advizors, will
the Uusiness Qutlovk
d I:y the Grealor

5T

s ]a:cl," Rc\ l(&l
i A
)1.' m Vlrr. &0

Il
about him when [
Eowent ln the sel

“1 lhink of him e my. , ather: T even
confess ta Jibm car-0ld Mitchell Kolton
red immm smiling at the Roman
alie priest who legally adopled him two yeurs

¢ hi
Iy vy o w.ina\v but T
Lel's wﬂlrh H\l‘ [!l.hl.l and take him ta
2 e portly yriest chnkled. “T never
it vy mind 1o adopt him,
Tev. Koiton \..III m- plall'lud o keep Nitlch-
ol Lntil ke conld hame for the
ng \nlh a priest

e

'nun;rlm- marning, RMitchell, who corlin:

r Tiev. Peler Kotlon, pastor of  Tor Jim
3 tine Rev. Xolon thought

place for Miteleil, the bny wonld
vy, “Fatber, please dum;mc e AWy

Rtev. Knlwn 82, hingetf 3
\§h imi I8

viher chapler in his w
gan \vhcn ht was an \r
Jand, o)

“ lr‘ll h 1y
Key. Kaltan a0 pre
0 he a man withot
'md after all,

auniry any Janges,
it s America thal 1S Ing

n e U.S, lmuu

Al‘(u he flles hls etitio;
£ fic

bun Wil occur 2t the ﬂr\' et
€D P
1 fecl |1de m e an Ameriean,” bland

1l s . 1 alep ferl Wely my

Tp algan ;111 :!arme(
ki

ict
M)l\hul] a
Mary Schnzl

usaders Gralto aa
Ye is Jovked a

o Margaret
he 'mvsh Anterican
Leven Sleeet, where
s, “Wheneyer
S * Itev. Kollen
A of i, Jv=5 n,«ou fine, in-

Kaltan found each other
w York, when lhe priest

lu Ius uofer,

L Milehiell to New York in
LSt they wanied 1o send

s "
tefligent boyt

E v
1833 and adopted I




B Gurge Cnrmnck
Rigshy Streef ifi seutheast San Amnnio is as’
f it:

becoma‘a ariest uunme and |
quhnhc pnm :n the ["chégish; =
¥ l

ht of hér movie lamc T

o cholas who does not have
Though pr any ‘paddiig.

[ health, sm: h.n visited Lhe st

UJnck Madoina Grottn and [ ,ﬁ“’" "g:c;‘gm al

Sre WIGHAN' Page 18 7

0iis:. - -

But go east |’

oy Rigsby | s

Street from | priesthadd cate from & Jevwish

: New Braun- [ professar,:And he studied for| g .me,, 2 "colicclor'” alt his 3
Carmiack  fels Avenue | Uho priestaed in Rome under | jife and added many prized

and’ you'll* came 1o where | the G1BIIl of Rights. Polish possessians whiln ser
Becttoven Stronliinleraely Polish Barn ing farm homes in, {his atea
v Father Kolton was born o All ave now m the krolio’s
seam.

There are many opies of lhe
painting of (Lie Black Madan-
na—all-0ld and cue several

.. To Texas
Fn\her Kolton was drdained - T

itight and you'll enler
as:

is the Blux}. Mdunnm
Grotlo dnd-Musedm. I{ was

Stavled in [9FR Gs part of the
r 1000

world-wide observane

s of Padisk Christini

Though uncmlm]\.le.l Lhe
30-fool-high, - - pink  grunile

A% shrive is slill a marvel. Its

5 1he largest

or can b founy

Hospitahle
s

religions articles \\Imn he vl

hundred ye:

in lhe U.S. Ariny in World iar|  There
1. 5

e was-in the §5U1 Tnfanty statues a5 statucltes o
Division and (onk part i bitter | §08 Many oher religious

fighting. Me was al the bams.
irg of Monte Cassing
bloudy Fo Valley campai

He was wounded tyice, Only
arziracte sayeil his Hfe when o
d heside

Germpan bomb las
i was a !
Navy

Aller five yeans §

N lhe Anuy.
Ie juired Lhe N

2 a1 did 1is
rad and he spent

Ty haspitals,

“Wher | rocovered, [ started | SW0 he was afeaid rain wodhl 7

ticles cating (o Iha onrly de

md in the | of E'olish churehes in Texas.

0Old Organ
An old argan Is oue of Lie
“mysenm’s (resdsures.
T saw s wonderful organ
in 1his farm home and
tie owner Fur it for e
{ tusrem, her Kulton said.
ile declined Lo give itup.
*a faw woeks Jater T gol @
A rom him. A Jittle tornady
had ripped #ff his roof and he

1o Erox Prep Scool in Minhiat- | Tuin he organ.*

’ [ 1 e & S
wenders of an under (he GL i1, Father Sign

place in Amexle:

Father Kolton dnosn't say
13 thase \ha come frani )

| sehool beduine aw; le

religinus nuture and one day |

s.Hd lo me. "Why don'l you | been'a “sign™* tsal e shoutd G
donate Uie argan ie the goad

And in few other cities-can

The Bectlwven Street shvue

is pure Polisli—dedicaled to

-3 Ouwr Lady of (,/rslrmlm Ve
2

Cupe aieus, Ihe Pulish
4] s was e ral

ained fors 2 | . asimia
mirdeulons pumlxm, ol th
B il

e
Poland in Sun Anlonm, ¢
This is the Black Madonna Gratto and Museum—a b
of Peland in San Anlonio. The ‘shrine—still incomple-
te—has ‘long been a dream of o San Antonio priest
who wos bom in'Polond, Father Peter Kolmn‘—FhO?o a
a by Bonnie Cu(mnck

anwhn l(pl.llx

\ i

F N e last living yy
f ,4‘\ Grandma Mases.”
s U
: The pictures lgve

3158 "\“-'Air: £ CGrandma Moses flayor.

“The original painling of the Black Mndumu, atlributed td St Luks, is the heart of
“ithe Catholic Church in Paland. Father'Peter Kalidn hos built o Black Madonna
Grolto and Museum in San Anfonio. He is shown here at 1he altar of a small i i Pola Negri
.dmpel in the grotto, —Photos hy Bonme Cormock 2y e s 2 Mksh oh analties Awalll

N ARaeees ai]




