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Peter was born on June 29, 1910, in Zaloscie [Reniów], Poland, to Anna 

Angela Koltowski and Damian Koltun / Kolton.  When he was twelve years old, 

Peter immigrated to the United States under the name of “Piotr Koltun” and arrived 

in New York on the Estonia on December 21, 1922. 

In 1931, while living with his parents and six siblings in Manhattan and 

working in a hotel, Peter made his Declaration of Intention. Three years later, he 

signed his Petition for Citizenship in the Southern District of New York.  As a 

naturalized American, he exhibited his patriotic duty by joining the US Army during 

World War II. He was in the 88th Infantry Division and personally experienced the 

horrific bombing of Monte Cassino and the Po Valley campaign in Italy.  He was 

wounded twice, and after five years in the Army, he joined the Navy because as he 

explained, “I wanted to see the world and I did.”  His wounds flared, and he spent 

time in military hospitals.  When Peter recovered, he began attending Eron Prep 

School in New York City under the GI Bill.  In a personal interview, he related, “The 

Jewish principal of the school became aware of my 

religious nature and one day said to me, ‘Why don’t 

you become a priest?’  He had a Catholic priest come 

and talk with me.  I knew this was what I wanted. 

Since I spoke Italian, I decided to study in Rome” 

(Carmack, page 1-B).        
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 Peter’s dream of becoming 

a Catholic priest came true on 

December 16, 1958, when 

Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 

ordained him at the age of 48 in 

Rome, Italy.  Then Father 

Kolton moved to Texas and 

ministered at Our Lady of 

Sorrows Church in San Antonio.  

In 1966, to commemorate the 

millennium of Christianity in 

Poland, Father Kolton built a 

museum and shrine to Our Lady 

of Częstochowa at 138 

Beethoven Street in San Antonio.  

The impressive shrine is 30-feet 

high and constructed of pink 

granite.  Inside is a small chapel 

and museum. 
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During his active pastoral duties, he took time to visit his mother in New York 

in 1966.  While there, the priests and Sisters told him about a little boy from Poland 

who had come to New York with his adoptive family; however, after a year, the 

family wanted to send the child back to Warsaw.  Father Kolton, who was very 

kindhearted, believed he could find a good home for the youngster, so he brought 

him back to Texas.  Each time he thought he had found the ideal family, the boy 

would cry, “Father, please don’t give me away.”  So, Father Kolton himself adopted 

Mitchell, enrolled him in Catholic school, and also sponsored his American 

citizenship (Thomas, page 2-A). 

 On Nov. 24, 1970, at the invitation of Father Kolton, two Sisters of the 

Daughters of Our Lady of Sorrows, Sr. Alphonsa Bobek and Sr. Helen Haladyna, 



arrived in Texas. These Seraphic Sisters from Poland accepted the responsibility to 

take care of the Black Madonna Shrine and promote devotion to the Blessed 

Mother.  With his jovial personality, Father Kolton, welcomed visitors and guided 

them through the museum which showcased beautiful statues of saints, chalices, 

rosaries, and religious art that he had enjoyed collecting through the years. 

 At the age of 70, Rev. Peter T. Kolton died on April 26, 1981, in San 

Antonio, Texas.  Archbishop Patrick Flores was the main celebrant of the funeral 

Mass at St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church, and fellow priests of the archdiocese 

were concelebrants.  On April 29, 1981, Father Kolton was buried in San Fernando 

Cemetery #2 according to his death certificate #24679 even though there is a 

prominent grave marker for him in Our Lady of Częstochowa Cemetery in 

Doylestown, Pennsylvania.  An image of the Black Madonna for whom he had such 

devotion is fittingly displayed on this marker which is engraved with his name, 

birthdate, ordination date and place, and his place of death. Father Jan who has been 

at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Częstochowa in Doylestown for many years, 

recalled that Father Kolton had wanted to be buried in Our Lady of Częstochowa 

Cemetery but later changed his mind; the headstone was never removed (email to 

author dated December 21, 2021).  According to the San Fernando Cemetery office, 

Father Kolton’s remains were never transferred to Doylestown, Pennsylvania, and 

he is buried in Calvary Plaza San Fernando Cemetery #2, in San Antonio, Texas.  
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Note: On his WWII Draft Card, he wrote his full name as Peter Theodore Kolton; 

however, on his adopted son’s Petition for Naturalization, he gave his full name as 

Peter Thaddeus Kolton. 

 



 





 


