SEKuULA

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME: BURDA

HUSBAND’S NAME
BIRTH DATE
BIRTH PLACE
BAPTISM DATE
BAPTISM PLACE

MARRIAGE DATE
MARRIAGE PLACE

OCCUPATIONS

RESIDENCES
DEATH DATE

BURIAL PLACE

Wojciech (Albert) Sekula

12 April 1814

Jemielnica, Poland

12 April 1814

Wniebowzigcia NMP (Assumption of the BVM),
Jemielnica, Poland

23 January 1844

Sw. Trojcy (Holy Trinity), Wisnicze, Poland

Poland: haiisler (farmworker who owned a cottage),
gardener, and leather dealer;, Texas: farmer
Jemielnica and Dabrowka, Poland; Karnes County, Texas
16 January 1894

Nativity of the BVM Cemetery, Cestohowa, Texas

WIFE’S MAIDEN NAME Julia / Julianna Burda

BIRTH DATE
BIRTH PLACE
BAPTISM DATE
BAPTISM PLACE
RESIDENCES
DEATH DATE
BURIAL PLACE

BAPTISMS

MARRIAGE
SHIPS AND PORTS

TAX ROLLS
LAND RECORDS

FEDERAL CENSUS
BURIAL RECORDS

TOMBSTONES

2 May 1827

Swibie, Poland

2 May 1827 f

Sw. Mikotaja (St. Nicholas), Swibie, Poland

Swibie and Dabrowka, Poland; Karnes County, Texas
19 March 1900

Nativity of the BVM Cemetery, Cestohowa, Texas

Sources and Additional Information

Husband: Wniebowziecia NMP, Jemielnica, Poland, p 24, entry #38
(LDS Microfilm #0957156)

Wite: Sw. Mikotaja, Swibie, Poland, p. 86, entry #18

Sw. Trojcy, Wisnicze, Poland, record with priest’s seal

Hamburg departed Germany on 28 March lp855 and arrived Hull, England;

Enoch Train departed Liverpool, England, and arrived New Orleans, |
LLouisiana, on 8 June 1855.

Texas: 1857, 1859, 1862, 1865, 1866, and 1882 Karnes County
Karnes County Deeds, Volume A, pp. 123-124, date of instrument: 29 May

1866, date filed: 29 May 1866 (bought from J. Valentine Pollock 20 acres

for $250); Volume B, pp. 476-478, date of instrument: 10 March 1870,
date filed: 12 January 1871 (bought from Augustine Morisset 738 acres
on the west bank of the Cibolo for $922.50); Volume B, pp. 482-484,
date of instrument: 12 January 1871, date filed: 12 January 1871 (Albert
sold Julia 50 acres on the Cibolo for $37.50.);

Wilson County Deeds, Volume N, p. 126, date of instrument: 5 August
1885, date filed: 5 August 1885 (sold to Peter Sekula; all parties are from
Karnes County)

Texas: 1860 and 1880 Karnes County

Nativity of the BVM, Cestohowa, Texas (LDS Microfilm #0024960)
Husband: p. 357, firstentry Wife: p. 363, second entry

Both 1n Polish 1in Nativity of the BVM Cemetery, Cestohowa, Texas

Submitted by: Larry Sekula, San Antonio, Texas
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Sekula Hog Mark: Karnes County Marks and m
Brands, Volume 1, p. 234, #1732, 1 March 1876

daughter of Thomas Burda and Petronella Swierz, in 1844. Their pastor

began recording the growing Sekula family in the 1848 parish Communi-
canten Register. He carefully included the birthdates of the first four children:
Anna, Johann, Anton, and Marya [Maria]. The names of Wojciech’s parents
and his sister Susanna (see Franz Kocur profile) concluded the Sekula listing on
page 266 (see document 1n this profile).

Woj ciech, the son of Stephan Sekula and Marna Franus, married Julia, the

The gamble of leaving everything and travelling to an unknown land was great,
but opportunity beckoned. Leaving their homeland in the spring of 1855, they
first sailed on the Hamburg to Hull, England, travelled overland to Liverpool,
and sailed on the Fnoch Train to New Orleans. The Sekula family was shown on
the ship’s manifest as passengers 22 — 27, and the occupation of the head of the
family was noted as leather dealer. From New Orleans, Wojciech, Julia, and their
children journeyed to Texas and settled in the Panna Maria area. By the next
generation, the Wojciech Sekula family legacy was firmly anchored 1n Karnes
County.

The Sekula family raised cattle, hogs, cotton, and corn. According to 1857 tax
records, Wojciech owned 2 cattle valued at $30 as well as oxen and hogs. By
1866 his assets totalled $225 and included a horse, 12 cattle, and miscellaneous
property . Wojciech prospered and by 1882 owned 100 acres valued at $375
(Karnes County Tax Assessments, 1857, p. 13; 1866, p. 10; and 1882, p. 19).

Wojciech passed away 1n 1894, and Julia died six years later. They are both
buried 1n the Nativity of the BVM Cemetery at Cestohowa. Hard work coupled
with opportunity resulted 1in a rich heritage. The descendants of Wojciech and
Julia, from builders to doctors, from teachers to lawyers, from truck drivers to
pilots, can all be grateful to a man and his wife who had the courage to come to

America.
Baptism Records of Sekula Children
17 May 1846 Anna pp. 426-427, entry #111  Sw. Trojcy,
26 July 1848 Johann/Jan pp. 480-481, entry #88 Wisnicze, Poland
(see attached baptism
record in this profile)
11 June 1850 Anton entry #123 Narodzemia NMP,
Centawa, Poland
29 June 1852 Maria /Marianna  pp. 604-605, entry #113  Sw. Trojcy,
Wisnicze, Poland
(see attached baptism
record in this profile)
15 March 1856 Francisca entry #2 Immaculate Conception
8 June 1859 Robert entry #92 of the BVM Catholic Church,
7 May 1861 Peter Stanislaus entry #164 Panna Maria, Texas
27 September 1863  Jadwiga/Hedwig  entry #235 (LDS Microfilm #0025335)
2 April 1866 Albina entry #284
7 September 1868 August entry #330
Link: Anton married Monica Bonk on 12 June 1877 in Panna Marnia (p. 4, first entry; see Anton Bonk
profile).
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h Sekula
1814 - 1894

ojciec

W

Photograph courtesy of: Larry Sekula, San Antonio, Texas
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Julia Burda
1827 - 1900

Photograph courtesy of: Larry Sekula, San Antonio, Texas
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Wojciech Sekula Family
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The immediate family, parents, and sister of Wojciech Sekula were listed as family #20 on page

260 of the parish register (Communicanten Register, Kirche Wischnitz Schwieben, [Wisnicze
and Swibie Church] 1813-1897.)
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Baptism Record of Anna Sekula
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Baptism Record of Johann Sekula
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The above Baptism records provide the birthplace of Anna and Johann as Dombrowka (Dabrowka). They were
baptized on 17 May 1846 and 26 July 1848, respectively. The names of the infants’ parents were noted as Albert
Sekula and Julie/Julia Burda. The father’s occupation as a Aaiis/er (farmworker who owned a cottage) was also
provided. The priest recorded the baptisms in German which was the official language of the time (Sw. Trojcy,

Wisnicze, Poland, pp. 426-427, entry #111 and pp. 480-481, entry #88).
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Baptism Record of Maria Sekula
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The above Baptism record provides the birthplace of Maria as Dombrowka (Dabrowka). She was baptized on 29

June 1852. The names of the infant’s parents were noted as Woitek Sekula and Julie Burda.
occupation as a haiisler (farmworker who owned a cottage) was also provided.

The father’s
The priest recorded the Baptism

in German which was the official language of the time (Sw. Trdjcy, Wisnicze, Poland, pp. 604-605, entry #113).
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