
Las Gallinas, Texas - St. Joseph Catholic Church 
by Katherine Korus Beard 
 
The Hispanic people living near Gallinas Creek, south of San Antonio in northeastern 
Atascosa County, called the area Las Gallinas. The Silesians who settled there near 
present-day Leming in the 1860s often called the community Gaina. 
 
As early as 1860, several Silesians were documented in Atascosa County:  Franz and 
Francisca Zienc and Francisca’s brother, Simon Lipok, were enumerated on the 1860 
federal census; Mrs. Sophia Hoffman Skwortz and Anton Wyglądacz bought land in the 
area in 1860.  Mrs. Skwortz, her niece and nephew, Mary and Joseph Kotulla, and Mr. 
Wyglądacz registered brands in Atascosa County by 1865.   Joseph and Sophia Skwortz 
and Joseph Kotulla (later spelled Cotulla) were listed on the 1870 census.  Other 
Silesian families arrived after the Civil War and were also on the census in 1870:  John 
and Marcianna Strzelczyk Korus from Panna Maria; Casper and Marianna Kolibaba 
Kalka and Thomas and Rosalia Hoffman Haiduk from Bandera.  Anna Salzman, whose 
birthplace was documented as “Slasia” on the 1880 census, and her family were living in 
Atascosa County by 1860.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sophia Hoffman Skwortz, 1825 – 1906 

Photograph courtesy of:  Sr. Jule Adele Espey, C.D.P. 
 
Claud Jaillet, the priest from St. Mary Catholic Church in Somerset, ministered to the 
Polish families on Gallinas Creek as early as February 14, 1872; he was also in charge 
of “nearly the whole Atascosa Cty,” Graytown, and “the whole Wilson Cty” (St. Mary 
Catholic Church Records, p. 29).  “Gallinos creek up 8 miles from here” was recorded as 
a Mission of Atascosa County in 1876 with “Poland place  American  18 families” as an 
entry in the Somerset church register on page 168. 
   
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Atascosa County Missions of St. Mary Catholic Church, Somerset, Texas, 1876 
 

According to tradition, St. Joseph Catholic Church was organized by eight families in 
1876:  Casper Kalka, Joseph Kindla, John Korus, Sophia Skwortz, Anna Salzman, 
Wilfred and Sophia Salzman Toudouze, Victor and Philomena Salzman Hug, and Frank 
and Mary Jarzombek Keenas [Kinas].  Silesians Joseph and Anastasia Korus Kindla had 
previously lived in Bandera.  Before a church was built and when it was not possible to 
celebrate Sunday Mass due to the lack of a priest, the families gathered at the home of 
Casper Kalka to recite the Rosary and the Litany of the Saints. 
 
In 1881 Casper and Marianna Kalka, John and Marcianna Korus, and Charles and Anna 
Salzman donated land for a place of public worship.  The Kalkas also donated land for 
the parish cemetery; they and the Koruses provided land for a road to the cemetery.  A 
total of 10.7 acres were conveyed by the three couples to Father A. D. Pellicer and his 
successors (Atascosa County Deed Records, Volume H, pp. 375-376). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

L-R Frank, Louis, Mary, Rosie, Kasper, Josephine Kalka Adamitz, and 
Marianna Kolibaba Kalka seated next to Willie Adamitz, circa 1904, Las Gallinas 

Photograph courtesy of:  Viola Young Adamitz (1912 – 2000) 
 
According to Louis Hug and his daughter Rose, as reported in The Alamo Register in 
1946, the first church was a box-type building composed of 1x12 lumber used for sidings 
brought from Cuero with wagon and team by John Kalka and floor sills and shingles 
hewn from post oak trees from the nearby Victor Hug ranch.  Pews were benches 
without backs.  The parishioners donated all labor for the building of their sanctuary.  In 
addition to Father Chapolard, who was stationed at Graytown and organized the parish, 
early priests were Fathers H. L. Penard, G. B. Riguad, Joseph Moulin, Lig. Darsche, and 
D. Vento, who came with horse and buggy or on horseback to serve the parish.  John 
Korus was host to the priests and cared for their horses. 
 
Reverend Moulin reported in 1892 that there were ten churches or missionary stations 
under his charge:  San Agustin, Lucas, Gallinas, Tilden, Leal, Campbellton, T. A. 
Rodriguez, Chilipetin, Laparita, and Pedro Flores.  Gallinas was one of three places that 
he attended once a month; he was able to go only every other month to the other seven.  
The following year, he had four additional missionary stations under his charge for a total 
of five churches and nine missions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Community of Las Gallinas, before 1900 
Photograph courtesy of:  Leo H. Korus (1906 – 1986) 

 
A new church structure was completed in 1896 with Father Troncy, stationed at St. 
Augustine, in charge.  Parishioners Ben Arnold and Fritz Herr built the church and the 
altar, and Max Schuritz built a tall steeple and the pews. 
 
 

 
St. Joseph Church and Convent 1920 

Photograph from St. Joseph’s Church Las Gallinas, Texas, 1876 - 1976 
 
St. Joseph’s Altar Society was organized about 1910.  Several parishioners made 
donations to their church:  A statue of the Blessed Mother and Child by Mrs. Justine 
Stanush; a big bell by Joseph Kindla about 1918 using his Civil War pension; a 
baptismal font, hanging sanctuary lamp, and padding on the kneelers by Julius and 
Adeline Skwortz Espey; the holy water font by Mrs. Anna Haiduk; and a large cemetery 
cross by Thomas [L.] Haiduk in 1922.  When Joseph Kindla donated the big bell, there 
were twenty-five sponsors for the occasion, and each sponsor held a ribbon streamer 
during the ceremony for the blessing of the bell.  “Mr. Kindla was at Mass every Sunday 
morning to ring the bells at fifteen minutes before Mass.  When Father Drees was called 
to his dying bedside, the bells – the pride and joy of his life, were tolled as his dear soul 



left this world” (St. Joseph’s Church Las Gallinas, Texas 1876 – 1976).  Joseph Hug was 
the church organist for 49 years.      
  
In 1919 William and Justine Drzymala Stanush donated 1.25 acres adjacent to the 
church for a school (Atascosa County Deed Records, Volume 79, pp. 585-586).  A group 
of eight Benedictine Sisters headed by Mother Lidwina Weber left the Isle of Pines in 
Cuba and relocated in South Texas.  On October 6, 1919, the new Motherhouse, St. 
Joseph Convent, a two-story structure built southeast of the church, was completed, and 
the Benedictine Community of Nuns of Texas took possession.  Thirteen days later, St. 
Joseph School opened (Sisters Record Book I, from Dec. 1911 - Nov. 30, 1922, pp. 18-
19).  The Benedictines served as educators in Las Gallinas, neighboring Loire and 
Leming, and Rockne.  Eight years later, although they had already moved unofficially to 
San Antonio due to drought and crop failures, the Benedictine Sisters received written 
permission from Archbishop Drossaerts to transfer their Motherhouse and Novitiate from 
St. Joseph, Las Gallinas, to San Antonio.  Within two weeks, in October 1927, their 
goods were moved to San Antonio (Sisters Record Book II, from Nov. 30, 1922 -  , p. 
13).  While the Benedictines were in Las Gallinas, three local girls joined the convent, 
Katherine Hug [Sister Mary Benedicta], Mary Stanush [Sister Mary Christina], and 
Cecilia Hug [Sister Mary Mildred].  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Photographs from St. Joseph’s Church Las Gallinas, Texas, 1876 - 1976 

 
In 1921 Jacob and Hedwig Kaczmarek Korus sold an acre of land next to the Gallinas 
Church for the benefit of the Gallinas Common School District.  In 1936, having served 
as a school lot for fifteen years, the property was sold back to the Koruses by the 
trustees of the Gallinas Common School District, Joe Hug, Louis K. Adamitz, and 
Charles Korus.  It was then deeded to Rev. John Gerbermann and the Trustees of the 
Young Folks Club of Las Gallinas, Texas, Louis Hug, Joe Korus, William Stanush, and 
Jerome F. Arnold.  The Young Folks Club included both men and women and was 
chaperoned by Aloys and Josephine Mahula.  Finally, in 1962 the Trustees of the Young 
Folks Club, Rev. Robert Walden, Adolph Arnold, Joe Hug, Jerome Korus, and Wallace 
F. Slomchinski, deeded the acre, the old Las Gallinas public school property, to Rt. 
Reverend Robert E. Lucy, Archbishop of the San Antonio Diocese (Atascosa County 
Deed Records, Volume 88, pp. 624-625; Volume 136, pp. 456-458; and Volume 284, pp. 
527-529).    
 



A church hall was built in 1938 and used by the Young Folks Club for socials and 
dances.  The hall was also used for church events, such as the annual St. Joseph’s 
church picnic.  
 
The only seminarian from the parish was Henry V. Hug, who entered St. John’s 
Seminary and was ordained in 1932.  A movie short produced in the mid-1940s, Lone 
Star Padre, was built around Father Henry.  Two local girls joined the Congregation of 
Divine Providence:  Mary Espey [Sister Jule Adele] and Cecilia Rodriguez [Sister Joan 
Elise]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photographs from St. Joseph’s Church Las Gallinas, Texas, 1876 – 1976 
 

 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Las Gallinas, Texas, 1932 
Reverend Henry V. Hug and Reverend B. N. Heintze 
Photograph courtesy of:   Bill and Gail Slomchinski 



St. Joseph Catholic Church, Las Gallinas, before 1942  
Photograph courtesy of:  Bill and Gail Slomchinski 

 
 
The Golden Jubilee of the church was celebrated on October 6, 1946, with the 
Liederkranz Choir of San Antonio singing at the Mass and an all-day celebration held on 
the church’s picnic grounds.  The Alamo Register reported, “Barbecued beef, goat, and 
sheep, and country sausage with all the trimmings will be served for dinner at 11:30 a.m. 
and again for supper at 5 p.m. The charge for adults will be 75 cents, and for children, 
50 cents. Refreshments and entertainments are planned. Jake Arrott and the Rhythm 
Ranchers will furnish the music throughout the day and night.” 
  



 
Golden Jubilee of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Las Gallinas, October 6, 1946 

Photograph courtesy of:  Katherine Korus Beard 
 
The Diamond Jubilee celebrating 75 years since the founding of the parish in 1876 was 
held on August 19, 1951.  A Centennial Mass on June 13, 1976, celebrated by Auxiliary 
Bishop Flores, concelebrated by former pastors and associate pastors, and with the 
Liederkranz Choir, again honored the founding of St. Joseph, Las Gallinas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Communion of Betty Arnold, Larry Knappick, and Katherine Korus, descendants of   

St. Joseph founders, John and Marcianna Korus, Las Gallinas, 1958 
Photograph courtesy of:  Katherine Korus Beard 



 
St. Joseph lost its tall steeple during a hurricane in August 1942, and a shorter one was 
built in its place.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Las Gallinas 
Photograph from Dedication of an Official Texas Historial Marker for St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church 
 
The church was closed in 1981, and the historic nineteenth-century church building 
burned to the ground two years later. 
 
Although descendants of the Silesian founders still reside in the Las Gallinas area, no 
longer having a church caused the St. Joseph parish community to lose its Silesian 
identity. The last physical evidence of the influence of Silesian Catholics in the area is 
St. Joseph Cemetery on U.S. 281, one-half mile west of where the church once stood.  
The historic cemetery is maintained by Edwin Espey, a descendant of founder Sophia 
Skwortz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cemetery of St. Joseph Las Gallinas 
Photograph courtesy of:  John Warren Beard 

 
After extensive research, the Atascosa County Historical Commission applied for a 
Texas Historical Marker for St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.  In 2018 the Texas Historical 
Commission approved the application.  Following a couple of revisions of the proposed 
inscription, the marker was ready for the foundry, but unfortunately, the foundry that the 
state was using for the markers was no longer making markers.  With having to locate a 
new foundry and dealing with COVID-19, the Historical Marker was dedicated at the 
former site of St. Joseph Catholic Church on October 17, 2020.  The morning was cool 
and cloudy as the group of about 50 people were welcomed by Martin Gonzales, 
Chairman of Atascosa County Historical Commission.  The invocation was given by 
Sister Frances Briseno, Prioress, Benedictine Sisters of Boerne.  Eric Morrell, Military 
Historian of Atascosa County Historical Commission, led the group in saying the pledges 
to the flag of the United States and the flag of Texas.  He was followed by comments 
from Robert Hurley, Atascosa County Judge, and Mark Gillespie, Commissioner of Pct. 
1 and son of former commissioner Lon Gillespie who initiated the project to honor his 
former parish.  History of the St. Joseph Catholic Church and community was provided 
by Barbara Westbrook, past chairman of Atascosa County Historical Commission; she 
was the primary researcher for St. Joseph’s Historical Marker.  After the Official Texas 
Historical Marker was unveiled, Katherine Korus Beard and Roger Gillespie, former 
parishioners, provided additional history of the area and provided memories of growing 
up in the parish. 



 

 
 
The marker states: 
“ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
   Settlement along Gallinas Creek began in the early 1850s, before the creation of 
Atascosa County in 1856. In succeeding years, a group of families, several originating 
from Upper Silesia, Poland, settled in the area. These included the Kasper Kalka, Frank 
Kinas, Joseph Kindla Sr., John Korus, Charles Salzman, Sophie Skwortz, Stanislaus 
Slomchinski, Christian Eichman, Victor Hug, Wilfred Toudouze, Benjamin Arnold, 
Thomas Haiduk, Vicente Huizar and Alcario Gonzales families. Most families in this 
settlement called Gallinas (also known as Las Gallinas) were Catholic and in 1876 eight 
families established a new parish, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. It was one of the early 
predominantly Polish Catholic churches in the state. Father Chapalar came on 
horseback to say Mass in the home of Kasper Kalka, and on Holy Days to recite 
together the “Mysteries of the Holy Rosary and the Litany of the Saints.” 
   In 1880, Kasper and Maria Kalka, John and Marianna Korus, and Charles and Anna 
(Annie) Salzman donated land “for the purpose of obtaining forever a place of public 
worship.” Kasper Kalka also donated land for a church cemetery. A post office in 
Gallinas operated from 1880 to 1912. Construction on a new church building began in 
1881 and was completed in 1896 to include a forty-foot bell tower. Father Rupprecht 
became the first resident pastor in 1900. Benedictine Sisters established a convent and 
school at Gallinas in 1919. Growth in the settlement and the church was affected by 



families moving to other communities, leading to the closing of the convent and school in 
the 1920s and the church in 1981. The church building was destroyed by fire in 1983, 
but the impact and influence of St. Joseph’s can still be measured generations after its 
founding.” 
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